
Skippers’ 

Meeting
JUNE 15, 2023



Skipper’s Meeting Agenda

 Welcome    Neil Redburn

 Roll Call    Susan Mead

 Notes from RC   Mary Pierce

 Start     Bill Moonan

 Finish    Neil Redburn

 Compliance   Neil Redburn

 Protests    Mary Pierce

 Activities in Bermuda Neil Redburn

 Gulf Stream   Dr. Frank Bohlen

 Weather    Dr. Ken McKinley

 Questions

 Close     Neil Redburn



Welcome
Neil Redburn Executive Director



ROLL CALL
Susan Mead



Reminders from the NoR and SI’s
Mary Pierce Race Operations

 Launches

 How to communicate with RC 

 Hazards south of Martha’s 

Vineyard

 Withdrawal procedures 

 Offshore Communications

 Shoreside contact

 



Launches tomorrow morning

 Two (or three) launches 

running 

 0700

 Assemble your whole 

team to go together

 Get into North or South 

line

 Allow extra time 



How to communicate with the RC

 See Sailing Instructions

 #8 – The Start 

 # 12 – The Finish

 # 18 –Communication  

  Procedures

 All RC’s on VHF Channel 72



Coast Guard Notice  

Wind Farm Construction Vessels

 South Fork and/or  Vineyard Wind 

Safety Zones

 Guidance is to stay more than 500 

meters from them.

 They monitor Channels 13 and 16.

 Don’t hesitate to call them



Withdrawal Procedures

 Sailing Instruction #17

 Contact Starting Line 

Committee if available

 Telephone Offshore 

Communications

 Contact Bermuda Radio 

VHF Ch 27 or 4125 KHz 



Offshore Communications

 Sailing Instruction #18

 Shoreside contact

 Yellow Brick



Start Line and Starting Sequence
Bill Moonan Race Start/Patrol

Check in boat

Starting Area

Starting Sequence



Check In

See Sailing Instruction #7 and Attachment B

M/V  Cirrus



Starting Area

 See Sailing Instruction #8

 Starting area marked by 

yellow tetrahedrons

 Starting line between

 Orange cylinder (with a Pin 

Boat “Gunsmoke” outside)

 Orange flag on 

“Commodores”



Starting Sequence – See SI #8

 Founder’s Division Class flags

 Class C

 Class B

 Class A

 Performance 

        Class

Code Flag G 

Class flag for Sail 

Training Vessel

Code Flag F

Within 5 

minutes of 

the first 

warning- 

vacate the 

starting 

area.



Welcome to Bermuda!!
Neil Redburn, Executive Director

 Approaches to Bermuda

 Finish Line Procedures

 Immigration & Customs

 Special Considerations



Approaches to Bermuda



Approaches to Bermuda



North Rock Beacon
r32° 28.5'N   64° 46.1'W

Visible 

70 foot G.R.P. tower. Black over Yellow

(North Cardinal Mark.) Radar reflector. 

The words "NORTH ROCK" in white 

letters on a black background near 

the top of the tower. 

 

Group flash white (4) every 20 seconds

12 miles



The Navigator’s view of the Reefs 

to seaward of North Rock



North East Breaker Beacon
32° 28.7'N   64° 41'W

Flash white every 2 ½ seconds

Red G.R.P tower on a  red concrete 

tripod base

Height 45 ft.  Visible 12 miles

NORTHEAST in red letters on a white 

background at the base of the tower.

Radar reflector RACON “N”

Flash white every 2 1/2 seconds



Kitchen Shoal Beacon
32° 26.1'N   64° 37.6'W

Cardinal Mark.) Radar reflector. 

Group flash white (3) every 15 seconds.

Red and white horizontal striped G.R.P. 

tower on a concrete tripod (Eastern 

Cardinal Mark.)

Height 45ft.     Visible 12 miles

The word "KITCHEN" in red letters on 

a white 

background at the base of the tower.

Radar reflector



Mills Breaker Buoy
32° 23.9'N   64° 36.9'W

Very quick flash white 

(3) every 5 seconds.

Eastern cardinal mark. 

Coloured black with a single broad 

horizontal yellow band. 

Topmark - 2 black cones, 

one above the other base to base. 

The word "MILLS" in black on yellow 

background



Sea Buoy
32° 22.9'N   64° 37.1'W

White flashing Morse "A" (.-) every 6 seconds

Pillar Buoy and is a safe water mark 
with red and white vertical stripes 

with the letters "S.B." in white on the 
side. 

It has a red ball top mark.



The Finish

St. David’s Lighthouse

72 foot white tower with middle red band,

2 White flashes every 20 sec, visible 20 miles

Fixed red and green lights lower 



Finish Line Procedures



Buoys near the Finish Line

 Buoy closest to shore

 Flashing green 1/second 

 32⁰ 21.75’N

    064⁰ 38.09W

 Buoy furthest from shore

 Flashing white 1/second 

 32 ⁰ 21.72’N

       064 ⁰ 37.55W

Neither buoy may be on the line
     



Radio channels in Bermuda

If you arrive at night….



Don’t join our wrecks!



Docking Procedures

As you enter Hamilton Harbour, 

contact the R.H.A.D.C. 

Dockmaster on VHF 73



Bermuda Immigration and Customs



US Government Requires….

 If you haven’t already 

done so, download the 

CBP ROAM app today.

 Its free and allows you 

to check back in via 

phone.



Compliance

 See Sailing Instruction #14

 Form was handed out at 
on site registration and is 
on the website

 Certificate of Compliance 

 Marion Bermuda Cruising Yacht Race, 2019  

 1. Yacht: _________________________ Sail No.: _______________ Skipper: 
_______________________ 

 You must complete this Certificate and file it with the RHADC Duty Desk in accordance 
with the time limits described in the Sailing Instructions. Failure to do so may result in a 
scoring time penalty or disqualification. Use additional sheets as necessary.  Your 
Certificate may not be handed in to any other person or location.  Please ensure you 
receive back Section 8 of this form (page 3) dated, timed and officially stamped by the 
RHADC Duty Desk.  In the event of a challenge it will be your proof that you handed in 
your Certificate as required.  The skipper or navigator or designee with skipper’s 
authority, should be available to be present for a Compliance Inspection of your yacht, for 
up to 48 hours following completion of the race.  Please give complete contact details in 
Bermuda for Skipper and/or Navigator, on the form in item “2” below.   

  Our yacht has:      Finished   (Proceed to Section 2, below)        Withdrawn   (Proceed 
to Section 7 on second sheet) 

 2. Our finish time: Date __________________Time: (Specify ADT or EDT) 
_________________________ Bermuda location of our yacht 
__________________________________________________________  Bermuda Contact 
_________________________________________________Phone_______________ 

 3. We certify that we have complied with all the following requirements:  MBCYR Safety 
Requirements  Entry Form Requirements  Notice of Race Requirements  Sailing 
Instructions  All Amendments and Advisories to the above 

 4. Please explain any exceptions to section 3 that occurred on board your yacht: 
(celestially navigated yachts please see NOR Attachment A paragraphs 7 and 8)  
_______________________________________________________________________________
_____ 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_____ 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_____

 5. Please report any exceptions to section 3 by other yachts that you have observed:   
_______________________________________________________________________________
_____ 
_______________________________________________________________________________
____



Protests and Requests 

for Redress
Mary Pierce for Elspeth Weisberg, 

Past Commodore RHADC, chair of 

the Protest Committee

See Sailing Instruction # 15



And finally…

We look forward to welcoming you all to 

Bermuda and the R.H. A. D. C.



Gulf Stream and Weather Briefings

Dr Frank Bohlen Ken McKinley



Closing Remarks
Neil Redburn

Fair Winds

Safe Travels
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