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New Executive Director Announces 2013 Race Date for Marion Bermuda Race 

Marion, Massachusetts – Allan McLean, past Marion Bermuda Safety at Sea Chair since 2007 and newly 

appointed Executive Director of the biennial Marion Bermuda Race has announced June 14, 2013 as the 

official start date for the 645 mile ocean race to Bermuda.  In mid-June every other year, sailors in 32-80 

foot Cruising and Racer/Cruising monohull yachts compete in the 645-mile ocean race from Buzzards 

Bay/Marion, Massachusetts to St. David’s Head, Bermuda.  The Race appeals to a broad range of cruising 

and racing enthusiasts.     

Building on its 37
th

 year of running, McLean’s goal for the 2013 race is to “increase participation and get 

the broader sailing community to recognize that this race is a premier sailing event which appeals to a 

broad range of non-professional cruising and racing enthusiasts.  The race can be challenging but very 

rewarding.  Bermuda is a wonderful destination and the hospitality of our Bermudian hosts is 

unbounded.” 

The Marion Bermuda Race 2013 will be starting over Fathers Day weekend, celebrating the many fathers 

and their families who participate in Marion Bermuda year after year, and also commemorates Flag Day, 

the day that the flag of the United States was formally adopted, back in 1777. 

 

Mr. McLean (Natick, MA) has been appointed as Executive Director to the Marion Bermuda Race, 

succeeding Graham Quinn (Marion, MA) who held the post for the last three races.  Tom Farquahr, Past 

Trustee Chair, stated “Allan has been associated with the Blue Water Sailing Club and the Marion 

Bermuda Race for some time. For the last three biennial races Allan has chaired the race's Safety at Sea 

Seminar, held at MIT in Cambridge in the spring before the race, and has been a member of both the 

management and executive committees.” 



 

Mr. McLean observes that “non-profit organizations achieve their goals in direct proportion to the 

commitment and enthusiasm of their volunteer members.”  The three sponsoring organizations, Beverly 

Yacht Club, Blue Water Sailing Club and the Royal Hamilton Amateur Dinghy Club, each contribute 

significantly to the planning and execution of the event.  “The Marion Bermuda race has been blessed 

historically with a large number of very talented and capable board members and volunteers who work 

tirelessly to make the race a success.  Well over 100 dedicated volunteers are drawn from the ranks of 

these three organizations, most of who have been involved in their respective roles for a number of 

years, and as a result carry out their responsibilities with efficiency and enthusiasm.” 

 
Allan McLean has been an enthusiastic sailor most of his adult life. He has raced and crewed extensively, 

including two Marion Bermuda races. He currently owns and races a Frers 38 that he berths in Boston. 

He is a member of the Blue Water Sailing Club and has served on their Board of Governors. He has 

served on the Executive Committee of the Marion Bermuda Race, is a member of the Constitution Yacht 

Club and has served as Chairman and Moderator of the 2007, 2009 and 2011 Safety at Sea Symposium 

events.   

 

McLean reminds us that “the Safety at Sea Symposium, held traditionally in March prior to the Race, has 

been highly successful and has attracted a truly first class faculty and large audience. This event has 

always been enthusiastically received by those in attendance. We are very pleased that the 2013 event 

will be chaired by Ed Stott, who is a very experienced offshore sailor and who has played a very 

important role in prior seminars.” 

 

Professionally, McLean has extensive experience in sales, management and consulting in the insurance, 

investment and employee benefit fields. He has also served as the CEO of a Health Care Company.  

McLean brings with him significant experience in the leadership of a variety of non-profit organizations.  

He served as a member of the Board of Trustees of Leonard Morse Hospital for many years and as Board 

Chairman for five. He also served for several years as Board Chairman of MetroWest Medical Center and 

also of Mary Ann Morse Health Care Corp. He was President of The Boston Chapter of the American 

Society of Financial Services Professionals. He is Chairman Emeritus of the Board of Trustees at Berklee 

College of Music and was a member of their Board of Trustees for 35 years and chairman for 6 years. He 

is currently a Trustee of the Mary Ann Morse Health Care Corp. and a director of MetroWest Emergency 

Physicians Inc. 

 

McLean holds a BA in Economics from Boston College, and a Masters Degree in Financial Services from 

The American College. He is a Chartered Life Underwriter and a Chartered Financial Consultant. He 

served seven years on active duty as an officer in the U.S. Marine Corps.  

 

About the Marion Bermuda Cruising Yacht Race Association  
Since its inception in 1977, the biennial Marion Bermuda Race has been a premier 645 mile ocean 

race and sailing event which appeals to a broad range of non-professional cruising and racing 

enthusiasts, sailing 32-80 foot Cruising and Racer/Cruising monohull yachts.  The spirit of the race is 



 

one focused on Family and Fun, and all yachts and crew are participating for the joy and pleasure of 

sailing, competition, and the camaraderie that accompanies such an offshore event.  The Marion 

Bermuda Race encourages the development of blue water sailing skills on seaworthy yachts that can 

be handled safely offshore with limited crew.  The Marion Bermuda Race is a 501(c)(3) organization 

and among other educational efforts, supports and encourages Youth Sailing programs.  The Marion 

Bermuda Race is organized and run entirely by hundreds of volunteering members of The Beverly 

Yacht Club (BYC), The Blue Water Sailing Club (BWSC) and The Royal Hamilton Amateur Dinghy Club 

(RHADC) for the Marion Bermuda Cruising Yacht Race Association.  

 

2011 Race PHOTOS:  http://www.spectrumphotofg.com/marionbermuda/index.html 

2011 Race Results may be found here:  http://www.marionbermuda.com/index.php?page=results  

Website:  www.marionbermuda.com  

Race Forum/Discussion:   http://racetobermuda.ning.com     

BLOG:  http://marionbermuda.wordpress.com 

 

                                                                                    
 

 

 


